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the entire population that had owed allegiance to their father
to submit themselves to the government of the Christian king.

Nor was Ordofio less successful in defeating another attempt
that was made by the northern Vikings to effect a landing on
his coasts (851). Repulsed on the shores of Gallicia, these
terrible sea wolves continued their career to richer and more
defenceless coasts, and ravaging the shores of Lusitania and
Andalusia, they pursued their course of plunder as far as
Africa and the eastern coasts of the Peninsula, if not of the
Mediterranean. Nor were the Lusitanians, thus ravaged from
the sea, exempted from attacks on their north-eastern frontiers.
Ordono in one of his marauding expeditions penetrated as far as
Lisbon, and actually burned Cintra; and although he was
speedily dislodged by the troops of Mohammed, he was able to
make good his retreat into the mountain fastnesses of Gallicia,
where, as usual, the Moslems were fain to leave him un-
molested. But Ordono was a builder as well as a destroyer,
and in addition to many new castles along his southern and
eastern frontiers1 he restored and largely rebuilt the cities of
Astorga, Tuy and Leon, which remained until the days of
Almanzor uninterruptedly in the hands of the Christians.

Alfonso III., the eldest son of Ordono, succeeded his father
in 866, being at that time just eighteen years of age. The
private intrigues of a certain Fruela, and the national jealousy
of the Basques of Alava drove the young Alfonso for a short
time from the throne; but the timely assassination of Fruela,
and the delegation of the government of Alava to a popular
Count* secured to Alfonso the enjoyment of his hereditary
honours. The young king gave early proof of the vigour and
intelligence which characterised his reign, and in less than two
years after his accession he had already gained a considerable
advantage over the Arabs in southern Gallicia (868).

Up to this time the Vasco Navarrese had owed a slight
and uncertain allegiance to the king at Oviedo; and Alfonso,
deeming it wiser to recognise, at least, the nominal independ-
ence of this proud and warlike people, sought and obtained
the hand ot Jimena, daughter of Don Garcia of Pamplona in
marriage, as a bond of a personal and political alliance,

1 Hence, Castile=the land of Castles.

2 Count Vigilez or Velez Ximenez.   The difference between counts and kings
in these early Christian States was only in name.   The title of chief would have
been more appropriate to all of them.    The dux or duke indeed was for a long
time considered as of inferior dignity to the comes or count.